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North Platte Valley Conservation District
October 17, 2024, Meeting Minutes
11:00pm, USDA Service Center

Chairman Dave Cushman called the regular board meeting to order at 11:01am.
Supervisors in attendance were Dave Cushman, Bum Baumgardner, Kaye McKee, Duane Keller
and Kasey Bangerter. Employees present were NRCS District Conservationist Ryan Clayton,
Programs Coordinator Bill Simmons, Bookkeeper Samantha Valentine and District Manager
Jamie Phipps. Samantha attended via phone. Guests joining were Commissioner Walsh, Lucas
Moore and Andrea Eisenbarth.

Dave called on Commissioner Walsh to speak during the Walk-in item on the agenda.
Commissioner Walsh began his presentation by introducing himself, he then asked the board
for information regarding Adam Walters Park in South Torrington. After some discussion on
the history of the park, Commissioner Walsh approached the board about a possible
partnership with the County on maintaining the park. It was decided that Bill would conduct a
survey of the property. The District will determine if there is any possible ways the District can
contribute to the park. Commissioner Walsh also informed the board that the County is trying
to update the metering system for the electricity shared by the Tree Shop, Weed and Pest and
the Extension. The result would be three separate meters. He then answered questions and
provided other information about current issues going on in the County.

Kaye then provided the Treasurer’s Report, commenting that there were 12 tree cost-
share checks and that the 23-24 planting season is complete. With all other financials being
satisfactory Duane moved to accept the report. Kasey seconded. Motion carried. Samantha
interjected that in the board packet was a quarterly report on the status of SGCD’s monthly
payments on the business contract. Because the contract is formulated for future potential costs
of payroll and business expenses, there is the possibility of overpayment. Currently, SGCD is
has overpaid $2,552.67. After some discussion, Kaye moved to credit the amount back to SGCD
quarterly and update the contract when it comes due. Duane seconded. Motion passed.
Samantha then presented the Tree Program Account YTD P&L and Cash Balance reports.

Moving into Staff Reports. Ryan gave a brief update on EQIP contract sign ups and the
continuing resolution for the Farm Bill. He remarked that IRA funds are expected to go up 40%.
Ryan then informed the board that he has been in contact with GID about the possibility of
applying for a RCPP grant which is a special designation of EQIP funds that is separate from
the amount budgeted for the State.

Jamie began her report by giving an update on Hazardous Waste Day. Unfortunately,
we were unable to schedule Clean Harbors this Fall. She hopes that we can try again for a date
in the Spring. However, another option is to use the company Converse and Niobrara used, and
coordinate dates, since the company will already be in the area next Fall. Jamie is waiting to
hear back from Niobrara County on the cost of the company. Jamie then passed out a
Conservation District/ WACD infographic she designed and presented an overview of the
duties and basic information.

Bill then gave his report. Stating that site surveys are going well, with 10 landowners
already interested and another 25 or more calls to make. The drill’s lights have been repaired,



we are waiting on a part from Brown Co. for an additional repair and Jamie intends to schedule
an appointment at Brott’s to get the wheel bearings repacked. The seeder repairs were
completed, and it is in good shape, working well for the last renter. All equipment has been
moved to the shop for the Winter.

In Old Business, a procurement rule was discussed. No action taken. Duane and Dave
then gave a summary of the 2024 Tree Meeting. They commented that it was a productive
meeting and were pleased with the decisions made. Duane affirmed that a committee of him,
Jamie and Craig Jackson are to start searching Public Purchase for a truck to replace the white
one. Jamie advised the board that it was voted to provide a $7,000.00 capital improvement
subsidy that will need to be voted on. Duane moved to supply 50% or $3,500.00 to the tree
account for capital improvements. Kasey seconds. Motion carried.

Next, in New Business was the topic of WACD Convention. Jamie asked for a
nomination for a voting delegate. Duane moved to nominate Kasey; Kaye seconded. Motion
passed. Jamie then provided the board with two subdivision reviews. After much discussion
and information from Commissioner Walsh, the board comprised their recommendations.

In Other Business, it came to Chairman Dave’s attention that the next meeting is
scheduled during WACD Convention. Possible dates were discussed, and it was determined
that the next meeting will be held Monday November 18, 2024.

Seeing no other business. Dave adjourned the meeting at 12:49pm.
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